
Manifest Destiny vs. 

Imperialism



The widely held belief in the early-to-mid 1800’s that it 

was the destiny of the U.S. to expand west across North 

America to the Pacific Ocean. 

• This belief encouraged American settlers westward, 

confident that they were justified in doing whatever 

was necessary to spread the “superior” American way 

of life.

• Expansion was considered part of “God’s plan” 

for America’s future. 

Manifest Destiny Definition



Manifest Destiny





Manifest Destiny

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/govbeat/files/2014/03/yPov2.gif


Monroe 

Doctrine 

(1823)

Stated that further efforts by Europeans to colonize or interfere 

with states in the Americas would be viewed as acts of 

aggression, requiring U.S. intervention.



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Frobsapamericanblog.blogspot.com%2F2011_10_01_archive.html&ei=5ixBVMSGKNLpoATiwoD4BQ&bvm=bv.77648437,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNHrKvkfx7wVWcegzOIh2R9sQrwb8A&ust=1413643783921865


American Progress





On your notesheet, describe 

what you see in the cartoon on the next slide:





December 6, 1830 

"Toward the aborigines of the country no one can indulge a more 

friendly feeling than myself, or would go further in attempting to 

reclaim them from their wandering habits and make them a happy, 

prosperous people." -- Andrew Jackson



Jackson & 

“Trail of Tears”

Indian removal – 1830’s



John Marshall [the Chief Justice of the 

Supreme Court] has made his decision: 

now let him enforce it! 

--Andrew Jackson 1832

Supreme Court ruled that treaties had been signed with

the Indian groups involved and that the U.S. government 

could not break them.

Worcester v. Georgia case







The U.S. Picks

A Fight With 

Mexico





Mexican-American War (1846-1848)



What happened to those Mexican citizens 

in the newly captured territory?

The 80,000 Mexicans in the ceded land were given a choice:

Stay 1 more year and become a U.S. citizen

OR 

retain Mexican citizenship and leave U.S. territory

The U.S. Senate ratified the peace treaty by a vote of 38–14. The 

opponents of this treaty were led by the Whig Party, who had 

opposed the war and rejected Manifest destiny in general, and 

rejected this expansion in particular.

Many Latinos lost rights to land they had lived on for decades and 

were faced with segregated neighborhoods and schools and

second-class citizenship

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Senate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manifest_destiny


Imperialism Definition 

A national policy of extending control over another 

place directly by territorial takeover and/or indirectly 

by exerting influence on the politics or economy of 

other areas. 

--During the late 19th/early 20th Century, the US was 

“imperialistic” in its influence on Hawaii, the Philippines, 

Cuba, Panama, Puerto Rico & Mexico.



US Involvements 

1865-1905

Imperialism



What does this cartoonist think

about U.S. involvement 

in Asia & Latin America?

What leads you to think so?



“Before the United 

States intervened in 

behalf of these 

oppressed people.”.

.”

“After the United 

States had rescued 

them from their 

oppression.”



What does this cartoonist think

about U.S. involvement 

in Asia & Latin America?

What leads you to think so?





Is the next political cartoon 

pro-imperialism or anti-imperialism?



Is this cartoon pro-imperialism or anti-imperialism?  Why?



Either in paragraph form or using a 

Venn diagram, answer the following:

What are some differences & similarities between 

the policies of Manifest Destiny & Imperialism?

Consider:

When the policies occurred

Where the policies were carried out.

Who favored the policies.

Who was impacted by the policies.


